MYSTERIES 9F ANTARE

By Hares . Lowis

Same cnll this place 5
penguin’'s ploygrourd,
the end of the Earily,
ar the froren froniier,

Temperaiures here never
climb abiewe freeging. Only a
amall amont of the land ia free Froom
ice, Including several istive voleanoes,
If you visit the South Pole, vou can “walk
amroind the workd [visil every Hime zone and
longitude) to just o few l.Tr-pu.," ].nmulmt_ﬁ
Seoit Sandbord, & scientist who has been
there. [To fimd out how he doea it, look al
Antarctica on A globe:)

Sumimer ai the South Pale ie (rom Octobér (o )
March, with daviight 24 hoars & day. In the ;
manths, derkness rules. "During the dark winter
mioniths, we often see nn aurorml dl.'lF]lJ.'. Chieent,

arange, and red clouds of gas dance

Welcome to
Antardical

their way across the aky,” notes

Meil Farnell, a young electronica

enginecr. He lives on the Brun loe
Shell mt Hal ey Station, where {he
Hritith Antarctic Surnay collects
information aboait weather, the air
i the planets. Antarcticn 5 ol
drieal eontinent, with only abogit

iree inches of spowiall ench vear,

Antarciica s |_'|.-I- ers hld

Emifmabad jobi Pusiii.

Lo

b three-foiels
ef all the fresh waier
. Eanh. leebergs
lasger than the hig
ialand of Hawndi
sCimerELTLES Beral
ofl fram the ice
shelves.

*“There are sperial wimnds in
Antarctica called the katabatios, The I‘!-ﬂd:ﬂmup 16

2000 gmales per o, and the chill facines
are very low.” says Dinrie [ Masss,
an eceanogruplic engineer,
*Than makes it difficuls
end dangerous fo.do
research here.®
Despite the harsh
chimare, Antasciica is hoems
to some very small ife forms.
Algae Hie nlong the
cuaitlities irside sea’
e They surdve in
salty brine channsls during the dark wmter. In
apringtime, when ses ice melts, algee fow ints the
ocran. These cells, also called phiyvtoplankion, absorh
sunlight and carbon diextde 10 grow, They ore the
kania of an imporiant food chain:

Nexd on the food chain are krill, which loalk ke
small red shrimg. Keill are & fevarite food of Earth's
Inrgest muummal, the endangered hlue whale. Blhoe
whales migrate o the southern oceans to eal this rich
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iait this frozen lnmed

ig reeearch, Antarctce s ot Sownesl” by Bny ops couniny,
maiend. it is poverned by an infernational tresty. E"l:!:ph'.' Hwe arl
ships. called e Breakors, or al lanc -tased

Ercpugeil pimdin arad
LAJ pECLairn

research stations. Thetr supplies and fod!
must all be shipped or flown in, Thet S
scientints work hand to malie sure S
that humaon visitors co ot
pobluts this ffogile place
Since 1976, the
Artarctic Semrch for
Meteoriios poogriem
(ANSMET) has hunied fof
chies abowt how mod sk
oiIr Bdalar avEtEm EI:-FI:IhL"II
Seoil Sandford has beeil a teank

micmber an three ARSMET field trips: *l'vr probibby foamd
aver 300 metenrites, and 1ot eciied mvery timie,” he sayva
(e af gur tesm's MOost surprising discoveries was 4 metearite
that wan o piece of Mam. Another was a picce of the Moon.*
Qe reason s many reeteoniies e be ound on Antarcrics
in tlaat the backgrownd s sdte ar Blue len. The uneven shape
angd dark, ofien glo=sy wurfoce of 8 meteorite stands ot
[nonaur fosnils hove alee beon found. KMilllons of years
oo, Antarctics was nob coverstd with glesciers. Plunts and trees
grew i a warm radn forest Scientiats think that at that thee,
the southern eontinents were lnked as
omne land mase called Oomlwamnalind.
Even thotgh Ankafchos i noa
lamger connecied with oiher
continenis, we all are
Hrakesd By Troggle
Heaf Ayslcis,
the mimasphane,
and o special plase - T8
in the universs.
Humans have been
exploring Earth for
thousands of year.
wel wre atill hooee

many mysleries 1o %nve




